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YOU NEED:  

 A glass half filled with water 
 A straw 
 2 eyes (preferably yours) 

PROCEEDING: 

Look at the straw from the top and bottom of the glass. 

Look at the straw from the side of the glass, focus on the point where the straw 
enters the water, what is strange about what you see? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHY DOES IT HAPPEN? 

Our eyes are using light to see various objects all the time, but when this light travels 
through different mediums (such as water & air) it changes direction slightly. Light 
refracts (or bends) when it passes from water to air. The straw looks bent because 
you are seeing the bottom part through the water and air but the top part through 
the air only. Air has a refractive index of around 1.0003 while water has a refractive 
index of about 1.33. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Credits  
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/experiments/strawbending.html 


